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PART IV
The Pattern of Agrlculture

Farms. humber and Size.l

'I

o Farning in Llnccln County is& on units of 1arge and medlum size, There

;- were 1,051 pronertles classified o§ farms by the Ceérisus of Agriculture in 1954,

--In that year, 520 farms or almodt “half “of all farms in. the county, contained
-over 1,000 acres, - The average-si%é -of farms in 195h was 1,LL7 acres placing

the county second highest in-the state #n average fdrm size., There hds been

a steady increase in farm size during the county's history. Increased use of

.» machinery and consolidation of land- into cash. graln farms through lease and

"z?é vurchase'has caused ‘the trend tow&rd large farms.

TR The number o.f.‘ farms: reached a- peak of 2 139 in 1910. Sinc.e 1910 t.he
humber has contimuhlly decreased, reaching a Yow of 1,151 farms in 195k,

i Acreage in farms has risen greatly:over the years andd in 195k stood at
1,520,926 acres, More state and Yailroad grant land has been leased or . UL~
- v chased by: farmers, - Lincoln County: ranks’ second in the state. in the total

f‘);amonnt of land in farms acco?dlng tb the Census of 19Sh. RN
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Large Farms

Large, extensive farms are characteristic of Iincoln County, There Wers -
307 farms exceeding 1,000 acres in size and 27 others with 5,000 acres o
more, according to the Census of 1954, These large units represent almost
ha bhe mumber of faring “the ty. They contained a total of 1,228,600
acres, or about four«fifths of 'all the farm land in the county. The most
common use of land on the large holdings as a group is for dryland pasture,
A total of 518,502 acres was pastured during 1954, Harvested cropland, mainly
vheat, is the most important land use on the farms under 5,000 acres, On the '.
farme with 5,000 or niore acres the second largest land use was harvested crop-
land, ma wheat and barley, Fallow or idle.land was thé next mos important
with 29, acres, " Woodland pastured accounted for 84,252 acres, Cropland -,
used only for, pastureé'totaled another 9,695 acres, - :
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SN2 FAS TN 9+~ Large Farms: Number and‘Génefai Lénﬁ Use

SRR Lincoln County, 195k

rana— S—— Amtbedhodd.

T ' - T Farms . . | _ Farms
Land Utiligation on, * b 1,000.t0. .| 5,000 acres” ‘-
Large Farms .. . . ) » .
14,999 acres...| .and over: -
Land, in farmsmemeccccecnaan ~ss 906,648 acres’ 322,176 .acres
Cropland harvested 263,302 acres | 2k,L470 acres
Cropland used only for pasture | '8;915 acrés | 780 acres

Cropland not harvested and not {*: -

\ Number of farmp-emmereeeacewasif - - h92 farms |~ ' '28 farms
r
A pastured (idle, fallow land) 274,139 acres | 20,305 acres

Woodland pasturedesmse-cmwaaee 60,325 acres | 23,927 acres
Woodland not pasturedeanemanax 6,327 acres 200 acres
. - Other pasture (not cropland

and not Woodland)eemmmeeee-- | 267,269 acres | 251,233 acres

Source: U.S. Census, Agriculture

Table 10,~ Farms, Number and Average Size, Land in Farmsg
_ ,; - Lincoln County, I$00-1954 )

|
| o
Bl cnecmmmi L R N P ——
T e T Total Gounty | Avorags HEe | L o
ansus Total Farms | .-~ farms | of farms in ggigzgtagia
in the Countj th t
gar n e. cunty (acres) ?agggg)y “in farms
1900 Lol 1 903,997 473 614
1910 2,139 1,209,910 | . 565 82,2
1920 1,860 1,329,405 715 9043
1925 1,598 1,238,757 T 1 8l
1930 1,497 1,356,446 1906 92,1
19k0 1,269 1,317,436 1,038 89.5
1550 1,167 1,42L;56) 1,335 . 96,7
. 195 1,060 1,520,726 (T 99,8

Source: U.S. Census, Agriculture
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Types of Farms _ ST
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*The- predeminant: tybe of operatian 4n Tincoln County 15 the oaah-grain
farm. There: were- 863 farms, or over four-fifths of the total in this claggi=
:Livestock: farms other than dairy and poultry werg se;cond

ﬁ.qatien in 1951:.

~ Next i number were miscellaheous farms’ with 66

“The: remainder of the: farms were divided. bétween, polltry (20),. gones

zfal (14),: and dairy (9) with most o:t‘ the general being primarily crop and '
;,vestock. SR
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Table ll.- Types »Farms, Lincoln County, 19514

.A-.

: T SN o] Percent of .
“type of Pasms N N“?Zﬁ;s“ all farms in
- - i g thecounty
Total farms in ‘OouritYooooc.poca,t,c’oorotvtconlt 1 06Q
Field-::rop fa.rms....oo-uovqcooo!.ocg;q_g_ooyﬂ' ) 883 ‘.*.‘,8,'3_0,h
Gash-gratm’..n..u........n.,-u........_ 883 A
Ot.he}' fle],d-crop...n.u.zn..........u, - o»'
Vege’baﬁle arms......ou..-.o...,u..-........ o .
Fr\ﬁ't’ﬁlnd"‘mv (farms."l.t t'..oc' :;;’-_;_:q:“':‘llc o » 0 . -
Dairy E.armai‘iic|onvoo»ootobooioqnoo.toocooctoo ‘ ‘ 9_ ) ' 08
POU.l‘bT’T farms'tttt.tt.otov.t-&ocouooo---oaoo - ?0 109
Livestock farms other than dafry amd poultry | |, 68 64
General. fums.'onootoooioqoooc.l.uoobo-ooooo ' lh .
Perarily crapoooocoatooaocvooi“.o‘ sesune | ‘ 2 - .2
Prlmarily llvestbck-'-. ! ;oilc-‘QOOCIOOO ) ‘ 0 S
Crnp and” 13.'783t°0kd'¢.‘:70|...ycoo.«oqo-co-o i ’ 12 Iol
Miscellaneous and uriclassif¥ed farmsyovivsse 66 642

Lo i Sources

| V.5, Census, Agricultirs
Farm Value Lo e

Value:of farm land and bui'ic'hngs has’ 1ncrea$ed greatly since 2940, The
value per acre has risen about three times and '¥alue per farm has increased
five times since. 19h0 Ihis nef],ects the larga increase in average-size of
famc . i .

I'able 12.- Vaiue of Farm Property
Lincoln Cqunty, 19@0-195!4

.Average-VaJues

‘ 1 q:oﬁal Value ¢ jj*
- Year | Al1l Farm Property +Pexy Farm er Acre
c An County - (dollars) (dollars)
...1900 | $ 11,238, 178 <=4 S 5,880 C$l2
- 1910 h2;153,27h : Z_ 19,707 . 20
- 1920 th;572,547 31" 35,832 | . 50
91930 375004, 1L ¢ -2l 726 27
- - 1940 33;897,o9h 26 72| . 26
- 1950 793,820,511 | 87,,933 i - 60
195L | -132,9604959 126,509 91
Source: U,S5, Census, Agriculture
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An average farm was valued at $127,000 in 1955, compared to $27,000 in 1940,
Farm values in the county reached a high in 1920 and this was not surpassed
until vhe post World War II period, In the last 15 years value has been added
by the general rise in land prices, farm improvements and additicdns of farm .
acreage, machinery and buildings, : -

Lo 2T

Farm Ownership and Termure SR

[

Most farms in Lincoln County are operated by parteowners and tenants,
The Census of 195h showed that enly about ons-fifth were operated by full
cwners, 7This varies from the state average in which 75 percent of all farms
are operated by full owners., Less than one~third were being run by part-owners
as compared $0 over two«fifths today, Although it was higher in the depression
years, about one-third of Lincoln County farms have been operated by tenamts =
over the, years, In earlier years there were several units operated by managerg,
but more recent Census reports show decline to only one manager~operated farm. ,
The agriculture of the area lends itself to tenant farming and part ownership,-
These systems are becoming more important today with the high initial cost of
entering agriculture, .

Table 134~ Farm Tenancy, Number and Percent of Farms .
By Terure of Operator, Iincoln County '
1925195

a1l Owners | Fart Owners | Marbgers ~ Tenante
number | percent | number | percent | number | percent | number |percent
Tear Farms ini" op™ 100 331| of | of 211| of | of all| of | of all
farms| farmg | fayms| farms | farme| farme | farmg| farms

1925| 1,595 | 576 | 36,1 | LL3 | 27.8 6 | 558 | 35,0
1930 1,L97 | U439 { 29.3 |- W57 | 30.5 1.0 586 | 39.1
19351 . 1,47 | -LOT | 28,1 | "L15 | 28,7 “e 620 | 42,8
19407 1,269 | 380 | 29,9 k78 | 37,7 o2 | L0y | 32,2
19451 1,187 | 333 | 28,0 | U6T | 39.3 L] 382 | 32,2
1950). 1,066 | 250 | 2344 | A7k | LL.S * 409 | 3h2 | 32.1
195k| 1,060 | 239 | 22,8 | k5L | L3.2 | «09 | 357 | 3.0

Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture
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Farmland Utilization

-Typical of sast eentral Washingtom, dryland range pasture is the leading
type of land use in Lincoln County. About twoefifths of the land in farms is
dryland range pasture, Harvested cropland in 195l totaled 28 percent of the
land in farms, Idle cropland and cultivated summer fellow to accwmulate and
congerve soll moisture for grain growing comprised slightly over one-fourth of
the. county's farm. land, Woodland use ie small, accounting for only 7 percent
of the farm land, - Pastured cropland ip minor, accounting for less than 1 per-
cent of the land in farms, Other land which includes house lots, roads and
wasteland accounted for slightly less with 12,700 acres, - '

Farm Resldence and Operation

In c.ontx-‘ast to most other Washington wun.ties, very little part-time
farming is carried on in Lincoln Coumty, Over three-fourths of the farmers
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~ Zatelonia’ fulls-‘ts:lme commércial baai*s Slightly under one-tenth o.f the county's.
farmers, or 100:tperators, worked: off the farm fore than 100 days in industrial
or:commeréial trades, There wére’ 96 fafners (9. percent of ‘thertotal) that ;
egrhed more from, of fefafm employmeént $han they.did from the sales of' .products .
from their lands, Mostiof theifarm work in the’ county is séasonal, : ‘This
leaves a periodiin fall; wintei: ahd, edrly spring’ during which farmers<are idle
and’ available for some off-fam. employment. Only oneé~tenth of:all Iincoln
County farmers.lived away fromthieifarmé.they operated in 195k, -Since 1950

---there ha& beem an :i:ncrsa'se'in*ﬂre““ﬁfmtié'r of operators residing off their farms
in a nearby city or Ry A (HuEART il

o

Farm Facilities T L TR

¥

- Most ofthe farmeiin ' LinesLn® Gounﬁg were "4bové the state average in the
w“*use ot-‘ freilifties thaﬁ*save Lo by énd-mal&e ‘rural 1life easier. Farmers ‘in this.
i confityetijoy- ‘abe ekbonsive ‘miral” §i88tRik" "88Fvice, *In 195k a total’of 98 per- .
- eéntuef fard’ hghes and bui)dEhgs #erE equipped-with électricify; eighty-seven ©
2k pei'cent veported ‘%elephones: *‘Sta’éeﬂd% anrages ‘for these fapilities were 97
sooyreghdl The @‘Earc’érrb?x PéBpactively . ¢The cmm%y is’ 16cated close enough to _Spokane
-wag IterPecedive godd:television: redéPtion, A Iarger thaih average humber of ‘rural
whohesy ovér! thEGELfiPths of then) hive tefevision sets, Most of the farms also
have piped running*Water amd" aimost ‘Bevehwtenths of them Hive refrigerators in
the form of home freezers, e e :
Lincoln County agriculture is well-mechanized for w’neat and other field
& cropé 2 Mearly all. the farms §re equipped m.f.h tractors, trucks and automobiles, e

W Ea]
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There were 1,100, grain ocembines on 850 farms: in the Census of 1954, ranking
second in the state in use of combines, .In.degrse of mechanization, the ccunty
ranked fifteenth in the number of farms with field forage harvesters and ninth
in plck-up hay balers. Ibtems sich as milking machines and electric pig
brooders have become mare sommon-on- IIVoStOCk and’ dairy'farms, T
« w1 ‘Table - Spevified Facilicles-and*Eqnipmenﬁ on’ Parma
Linvoln Coun*v, 195h

vovvs—

Percenu ‘of A1l

Facility or ... .| Nember of

Equipment Item .| Farms Using: YFa;ggi;;egouuty
Telephoneu.o”...u..-.noe»uo 913 8609
Elec’briCi'tYaouoecoouoooovooceo 13020 9800
Television setecsacossscsscecs 676 615‘:3
Piped running Watereesesvencan ' 1;013 96'11-1
Hame freezeronoooonueaoovuoalea‘ ’ 72' tT 6902 oo
Elec'brio ‘pig brooder.scicossas. | .. L 29 o 307 b S -
PGWGZ‘ faed grirlderooooccooooan 2‘15 20{)5 :L..:.'.': ’
Milking machinSespsecsveasescsl . ... 62 ... 59 o
Grain -combine.saaocoooav.oqoonoo‘ e - 852 P A 81:1 M it
Corn-pd_;Cker39£¢o-oa-eoo‘o-o-agp_ . ‘g S oy '
Pick-ﬂ.lp balerﬁoaooooooocouoogo‘ - . 17 Paliel R 1699
Field forage harvesters.cesage.|  ....39. ...t 3.7
Artificlal ponds, reservoirs | 0o

;ar}d earth tankSoaneoeoonpq..40_'<;-33' ’ 1207 v

Motortrucksscceavsrsnsosotaany 1 0.' 1 9696~ '
ﬂTraCtorSODOOOOO'OODOl!.'b..lcu 1003 . !I . 95011
AutomOBileseosuao .on.ooouooo:u .:J 994 _I" 9,4!!6

o - «Source: U,S, GonsusycAgriculture

Irpipation snd Fecilities = . . . ... e

An inoreasing number of farms have been adding.iryigation facilities to
improve - yields of hay, grain and pasture, The number. of farms with irrigation
increased almost three times betwesn.l94% and 195L,and in 1954 there were 85
farms with Ly159 acres of irrigated land, Most of the irrigasted land is
harvested cropland, Hay is the principal crop harvested from irrigated land,

2,379 acres being 1rr1gated in 1954, With irrigation it is possib e to get
three good cuttings in place of one wben there is no water applied, Yield of
dryland pastures has-been improved wlth -sprinkler irrigation.. Most-irrigation
systems in this area use sprinklers, and dry water from wells; farm tanks and
reservoirs, :

DI I . +
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Table 15, Irrigated Farms: ~Number ‘and Acreage

'2J;$‘; . o Lincoln County, 1950 and I95h
.. o R 19_50 195
Number Of irngatved farms......... ..‘."..‘ ’ 31- . 85

Land irrigatedpQUancooocugdotvoooot%d:so 1,6"95,.:'301‘384; ’4,159 alres
Irrigated land in farms according bo.uses i -

Farme irrigating CropSeesssescasssssse 2T |13
© Farms i}."riga'bing past{n’eooo.aacaaoan A .:b_ 127
Acres of crops irrigatedsissesessess | 1,377 3,480
Acres of pasture irrigateGaeceeseese | 319 - 679
' " Source: U.S, Census, Agrlculture o
Table 16,= Iincoln Cownty's Rank Compared With~
Other Washington Counties
Tton Compared .~ [Rark] Quanklty Year
Qeneral S oh
Land area-.cto--'lcooopncqpnocoaoiv i 8 1”-‘?2 000 acres ' 195h
Mb"r Of fams.'...'.........'!.“"23' T 1,051 rarms § 1951‘
Land in farmg--percentesssssssesss | 1 | - 103,3 percent {1954
Averﬂge size of farm30.oooooloooo. 2 1’}4]47 acres 195’-]-
Cropland harvested.secoeeovasscvia 2 h?..l,Slh acres - 1954
Rural. farm populatioR.eesessescess | 22 |° 7 11,117 persona*~l9§0
Total. county population..........‘ - 30 -} 11,100 persons* 1955
Cash farm income - s -

Value of all farm products soldes. | ° 3° 28,116,300 ‘dollars | 1954
Value of livestock 503dsasssses | 21 | 2,398,318 dollars | 195k .
vELlue of crops BOldc tereenvacee |- h . 26 271&, ?h2 dOllarS 195h

Livestock on farms -

All cattle and CalVeBeavessrvrense 11 hl ?00 7 1951‘

Mj'lk cows..'..'..‘I...'..‘....q... 2? 1’?30 head 19Sh

Hogs‘!l!ﬂﬂb'!'eneeeeegeeQQseeeeee-e-,ee * 16 2 286 head —195,4
f.-.;';‘,,{ff Chi.Chen50.oooooc‘tang-n-n.o‘oo-¢o.c v .22 - : hh,?Ol birds 195!3 )
T + Horses 8Rd MU1GBeeevsosessooiovein 9 |- 1,308 head : 195‘4 .
- Sheep and 1Mb5..‘eo|oovo!ccioooon - 10 . 6 512 head : 195h -

Bairy &nd .poultry products sold : \ -

© Valide of deiry products: aold......3 29 160,599 dollars’ 195h

whOIG' milk BOldo....c--ooaoa-ooooo A 30‘ 2,565’000 pounds 'g 195h

-‘Value of poultry products soldi,..| 27| 109,803 dollars | 195

‘Gh-j-c"-ens ‘80)8cceconircsssossivanes | 30 1o 1? 13”6 bi!‘ﬂf-‘-' 195,"4

Eggs B°ld¢.oooo-o.op-ooooooocoo-oo 23 23&,122 dozen | 195’4

Importznt crops harvested

Wheai'toooooooooaoocoootooodvooooga.

Bawle
Wl&!!,vooanoo.cacooouo.n.oo.no.oooo

ma]»fa..........“'.l...‘........

316,200 acres |195L

24 AN asnwan 10},
IU’UUU A T ..I.-7)“

11,000 acres 1954

oM N

Souress: U.S, Census, Agriculture
U.S, Census, Population
Washington State Census Board
U.,S.D.A., Agricultural Estimates Divn,




